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Resolution No.  22-13 
Resolution No.05-13 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown now has an unprecedented opportunity to develop a riverfront that will 
affect quality of life and commerce for generations to come; and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown recognizes the need for broad input in the development potential of 
the South Cove area of our riverfront; and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown recognizes that any potential riverfront development must 
complement rather than compete with our historic Main Street and downtown business corridor; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Middletown has authorized the creation of a building 
committee to oversee the construction of a force main and pump station and then the demolition of the 
existing sewage treatment plant on River Road; and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown is committed to establishing and maintaining a planned course of 
development which sets forth priorities for entertainment, economic development and establishes 
guidelines for zoning and land use; and 
  
WHEREAS, this plan of development must take into account the perspectives of residents, businesses, 
and other stakeholders, previous planning efforts, local ordinances, real estate market conditions, and 
interaction with the State of Connecticut Department of Transportation. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL  OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN:   That 
  

1. A riverfront planning task force shall be established consisting of the following 
members: (1) Councilman and Economic Development Committee Chairman Gerald E. 
Daley as Chairman; (2) Councilman and Economic Development Committee member 
Joseph Bibisi as Vice Chairman; (3) the President of the Middlesex County Chamber of 
Commerce Larry McHugh; (4) Chairman of the Downtown Business District Mike DiPiro; 
(5) Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman Richard Pelletier; (6) Planning and 
Zoning Commission member Daniel Russo; (7) Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Agency Chairman Joe Carta; (8) Middletown Garden Club Elaine Bank; (9) Middletown 
Harbor Improvement Agency Wendy Sheil; (10) Jamie Mills, resident; (11) Shelia 
Stoane, Conservation Commission and staffed by Director of Planning and 
Conservation Development William Warner. 

 
2. The task force shall be known as the Middletown Riverfront Redevelopment 

Commission (MRRC. 
 
3. The task force shall report on the following questions with a proposed plan for 

implementation:  
 

a. What shall be included in future riverfront development? 
b. Should the City of Middletown incorporate a quasi-public, not-for-profit riverfront 

development corporation? 
c. What types of zones/land use issues should be considered and/or implemented 

and how will those affect economic development goals identified by the task 
force? 

d. What, if any, changes to existing highway patterns will be required to 
responsibly develop riverfront property and how can Middletown best interact 
with DOT to ensure efficacious planning? 
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e. What level of site control should the City have over parcels with potential for 
development? Should the City identify parcels of land for acquisition to 
guarantee a specific end use? 

f. Which recreational features should be included to complement the overall plan 
of development and lead to enhanced quality of life, including but not limited to: 
an outdoor amphitheater, walking trails, open space, a boat ramp/docks, water 
features, plantings, a boardwalk, a boathouse, a banquet conference facility, 
hotel(s), and any others considered by the committee or offered by the public. 

g. Should the City seek conveyance of State land adjacent to the South Cove area 
or parcels of contiguous land and what should be done with such space as it 
relates to the South Cove development? 

h. Should the South Cove development be tied in to further development at Harbor 
Park and what is the most effective way to link riverfront development to Main 
Street? 

i. What are other successful models for riverfront development throughout the 
United States of America and which features from those would work 
appropriately for Middletown? 

j. Any other questions identified as appropriate by the Task Force. 
  
  4. If deemed necessary by the commission, a consultant would be hired to assist the Commission 

in facilitating community outreach, advise on economic potential of the riverfront and prepare a 
plan that incorporates the results of the answers to the questions from 3A to 3J and that the 
commission is authorized to hire a consultant. 

 
 
Submitted BY: Mayor Daniel T. Drew 
 
 
Status:  REFERRED TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIO N 
by Common Council, City of Middletown  
at its meeting held on:   JANUARY 7, 2013  
 
�
Status:  AMENDED AND APPROVED  
by Common Council, City of Middletown  
at its meeting held on:   FEBRUARY 4, 2013  
 
� �
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